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Worth The Wait
Celebrity Wait Staff Shines In Fundraising Event
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	With the help of Romo, Rich Behm and his family earned nearly $10,000 Thursday night


PLANO, Texas - In less than a week, the Cowboys players will don the pads and helmets for a three-day mini-camp in the middle of the Texas summer heat. 

But for 13 players, including arguably the team's three biggest stars, Thursday night was about aprons and smocks. 

Taking part of "Chopsticks for Cowboys," more than a dozen players worked a celebrity wait staff crew at Ra Sushi Bar in Plano, Texas. The fundraising event was put on by the Dallas Cowboys Women's Association, with all of the proceeds benefitting the Rich Behm Family Trust Fund. 

Players such as Tony Romo, DeMarcus Ware and Jason Witten were among the people working the event, thanks in large part to the Woman's Association, which was founded and run by several of the players' wives and friends. 

Behm, a Cowboys' scouting assistant who was paralyzed from the waist down in the tragic practice facility collapse back on May 2, was released from the hospital last Friday. He went to work at Valley Ranch earlier in the week, but Thursday night was his first public appearance. Accompanied by his family and friends, Behm did not speak to reporters, but his wife Michelle, said the family was more than appreciative of the event. 

In all, the family received $10,738 from the event, which included $5,487 from the food and drinks during the two-hour span, and $5,251 in cash from the raffle tickets, picture donations and general tips. 

"It's very overwhelming," said Michelle Behm. "These players are great. They are just ordinary people. They've really helped us out a lot. Whether it's coming out to the hospital to bring meals or something like tonight, they're just really great guys and they've really helped us out through all of this. Tonight was a big night and Rich is doing very well. We're really thankful for everyone who came out to support us." 

From a two-hour period, starting at 6 p.m., all of the food and beverage proceeds in the restaurant went directly to the Behm Family. For about an hour, Romo, Witten and Ware all had their pictures made with fans for a $10 donation. 

"Rich is an important part of the organization involved in the day-to-day activities of the team," said Romo. "It's not just the players. There are a whole bunch of people who put us in position to win. Coaches, players, front office and all the people behind the scenes that people don't get a chance to see. We wouldn't be where we are without all of those people and Rich is one of those guys." 

The connection to Ra Sushi Bar, which has 23 national locations, but just two in Texas, came from Cowboys guard Kyle Kosier, whose sister Leah, is the Human Resources Director for the restaurant. 

Kilpatrick admitted that giving back 100 percent of the proceeds is rare, especially in a popular time slot that is designated for "happy hour," but he said the cause was well worth it. 

"Obviously we have a connection to the Cowboys with Leah and Kyle Kosier," said Kilpatrick. "Any chance we have to give back we like to do that. This was a tragic situation that happened, and you want to do everything you can to give back. We wanted to do it at a time where we would have a lot of people in here and hopefully this can be really helpful to their family." 

Kyle Kosier's wife, Jenny was also very instrumental in putting together the event, along with Michelle Witten and Courtney Carpenter, the wife of linebacker Bobby Carpenter. Even Wade Phillips' wife, Laurie Phillips, who helped found the Dallas Cowboys Women's Association, was in attendance and helped draw raffle tickets for the prizes, which included autographed jerseys of Witten and Ware and a signed mini-helmet by Romo, along with signed helmets and footballs of all attending players. 

Other than the three Pro Bowlers on hand, other players included Kosier, Carpenter, Montrae Holland, Pat McQuistan, Nick Folk, Mat McBriar, DeAngelo Smith, Doug Free, Cory Procter and former offensive lineman Marco Rivera. 

During the two-hour period, the players did various jobs such as preparing food at the Sushi Bar, working behind the bar, serving food from the kitchen and leading guests to their tables. 

"It was a lot of fun," said Witten, who admitted being a bit emotional when he saw Behm in his wheelchair for the first time. "This was the first time that I've seen him since it happened. And it was an emotional night for us. But we're really happy to be able to do this and especially knowing that all the proceeds go right to his family." 

One of the working stations included preparing the sushi and Witten said he enjoyed his time there, but knows he wasn't very helpful. 

"I don't think I did a very good job," he joked. "I was making little spicy shrimp rolls. And I was over there with (the sushi manager). We both were preparing them and I was asking customers if they could tell which one was mine. I think they could. But it was fun." 

Romo, whose night mostly consisted of taking pictures with fans, did help some around the bar area. He said the night brought back memories of when he bussed tables and prepared food at a restaurant back in high school. 

"That was one of my jobs growing up," said Romo, who grew up in Wisconsin. "I was a bus boy sometimes, but I also helped deep-fry the fish. So I did a lot of things." 

Romo likely didn't work as hard on this night. But just his presence alone, along with his teammates, coupled with the hard work of the Women's Association put together quite an event, one that will have an immediate impact for Rich Behm and his family. 

